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In return he had the chiefs torn to pieces by blood-
hounds, killed many men and a hundred women
and children, burnt the houses and all the stores
of corn, and carried off many of the surviving
women. The enraged natives hung upon his
rear as he retreated. So he murdered the women
one by one, leaving their bodies in the road to
check the pursuit. * He committed greater cruelties
than have ever been heard of among Arabs or any
other people/ The memory of Francisco Pizarro
must bear the infamy of having been second in
command in this expedition.

The feelings of Vasco Nunez may be imagined
at witnessing all his wise and good policy destroyed
by these atrocities. At last, on October 16,
1515, he wrote to the Emperor Charles V. He
said : e He who would bring the colony back into
the condition it once was must neither sleep nor
be careless. The natives, formerly like sheep,
have become as fierce as lions. Once they came
out with presents. Now they go forth to kill.
Not a single friendly tribe is left, except Careta
who remains neutral/ Vasco Nunez then gave
an accurate summary of the character of Pedrarias.
'He is an honourable person, but very old for
this country and ill of a serious disease. He is